TOM TORLAKSON
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION
May 8, 2013

Dear Accountability Coordinators:
2011-12 COHORT GRADUATION DATA FILES

The purpose of this letter is to provide key information regarding the use of the 2011-12
cohort graduation rate in the 2013 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) reports. This
information pertains to the following:

1. Adata file that contains information on whether schools and local educational
agencies (LEAs) will meet their 2013 AYP graduation growth targets using cohort
graduation data (class of 2011-12).

2. Anindividual student-level graduation data file that indicates which students in the
cohort were counted as graduates (class of 2011-12).

3. The final opportunity to correct enroliment and exit data in the California
Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) Operational Data Store
(ODS) to update graduation data before the release of the 2013 AYP reports.

If your LEA did not have any students in grades nine through twelve in the 2011-12
school year, please disregard this letter. There are two files available for download. The
first file contains student-level data used to calculate the 2013 AYP cohort graduation rates
(class of 2011-12). This data file contains each student’s graduation status by county-
district-school code and statewide student identifier. All of the students in the file are part of
the 2011-12 cohort. Students are identified as part of the 2011-12 cohort if they were a
first-time ninth grader in any public school in the 2008—-09 school year. The second file is a
LEA- and school-level file that contains the 2011-12 graduation rate, the graduation

growth target, and whether or not the school or LEA met the AYP graduation rate criteria.
The data in both files were pulled from CALPADS ODS on March 11, 2013.

The school- and LEA-level files provide information on the impact of the graduation data
on AYP determinations. LEAs may make data corrections to CALPADS before the release
of the AYP in the fall. If you believe the 2013 AYP cohort graduation rate is incorrect, the
student-level file will help in identifying potential errors. Please work with your LEA
CALPADS coordinator to correct the data.
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LEAs have until the close of business on June 27, 2013 to make final corrections to 2011—
12 enroliment and exit code data in the CALPADS ODS. Enroliment and exit data will be
extracted from the CALPADS ODS on June 28. Correcting data in CALPADS by the June
27 deadline will ensure that your 2013 AYP cohort graduation rate (class of 2011-12) is
updated before the release of the AYP determination.

Internet Posting of the 2011-12 Cohort Graduation Data File

In order to access these files, please follow the attached instructions for downloading the
file. A separate e-mail has been sent to LEASs’ secure accountability coordinators that
provides the decryption passphrase needed to open the data files. Both e-mails are being
sent out at the same time.

Questions regarding correcting data in CALPADS should be directed to the CALPADS
Service Desk by phone at 916-325-9210 or by e-mail at
calpads-support@cde.ca.gov.

Questions regarding the 2011-12 Cohort Graduation Data File should be directed to
Justin Lane, Associate Governmental Program Analyst, Academic Accountability Unit, by
phone at 916-323-1341 or by e-mail at jlane@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
/sl

Jenny Singh, Administrator
Academic Accountability Unit

JS:jl
Attachment

cc: CALPADS Coordinators
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